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Journal of Malaysian Chinese Studies
Editorial Workflow & Standard Operating Procedures

1. Call for Papers & Submission

The Journal releases a call for papers for specific themes (Special Issues) or accepts general
submissions on a rolling basis.

2. Preliminary Screening

Upon receipt, manuscripts undergo an initial screening by the Special Issue Editor or
Executive Editor. A selection group may be formed to recommend potential reviewers.
Manuscripts are processed and reviewed on a rolling basis immediately upon submission.

3. Double-Blind Peer Review

Manuscripts passing the initial screening are sent to two anonymous reviewers. The review
period is limited to one month. If both reviewers recommend acceptance without revisions,
the manuscript is officially accepted for publication.

4. Decision Making on Conflicting Reviews
If the reviews are split (one positive, one negative) or require conditional revisions:

o The Editor may seek a third reviewer, ask for an author's response, or cast a deciding
vote.

e Review comments are sent to the author for revision.

e Rejection: If the author refuses to revise or disagrees with the comments without
providing a clear and valid justification, the manuscript will be rejected.

o Acceptance: If the author agrees to revise, the Editor decides on acceptance based on
the revised manuscript (with or without a third round of review).

5. Timeline and Publication Schedule

e Submission Deadlines: Submissions are accepted year-round and will be scheduled
for publication based on the completion of the peer review and editorial process.

e Processing Time: The entire editorial and review process, from the receipt of
submission to the completion of the review, is targeted to be completed within 3
months.

o Publication: The Journal is published semi-annually in August and February.
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